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constitution provides for a legislative centralization with
executive decentralization. To moot the demands of the
socialists it recognises the importance of the economic and
social legislation and provides for the creation of a National
Workers' Council whose advice is sought on all labour and
social legislative measures,
(Hi)    The Anstro-Himgarian Empire.
The political history of the confederation of Austria and
Hungary differs from that of other confederations in several
essentials. It was early in the Middle -Ages that the house
ofHapsburgs had established its Empire in the heart of
Europe and had annexed the neighbouring countries one
after the other. In an earlier part of this chapter it has
been shown how, as a result of the policy of the Hapsburgs,
certain distant parts of the Empire had broken away from
it and established separate leagues and confederations of
their own.
Though Austria had frequently been defeated on the
field of battle it was her singularly good fortune that sho
always augmented her territories even after these defeats.
In 1526 both Bohemia and Hungary had fallen to ITaps-
burgs and accepted Austrian supremacy. Moravia, Tran-
sylvania, Slavonia and Croatia which had fallen to Hungary
at different periods, also passed into Austrian harirLs along
with Hungary in 152G. Galicia was annexed to Austria
after the partition of Poland in 1772, while Dalmatia camo
to her in 1797 through the treaty of Campo Pormio. In
1878 the Congress of Berlin took away from Turkish hands
Bosnia and Herzegovina and placed them under Austrian
protectorate but they were formally annexed in 1903.
These territorial acquisitions of Austria were of a most
heterogeneous character with regard to races and languages.
This heterogeneity complicated the constitutional history o£
Austria to a very great extent. There were three
important distinct races \ba>t formed the population of

